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RURAL 


ANIRJAL  REPORT 
of  the 

I5EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1  9  4  3. 


TO  THE 

CHA.IRMN  Am  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 

SAl^^ORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  interim  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

A.  G.  ATKINSON,  M,D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector : 

H.  WATLING,  C.R.S.I. 

Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  W.  GOOD,  A.R.S.I. 

Statistics  s 


AREA: 

POPULATION: 
INHIBITED  HOUSES: 
RATEABLE  VALUE: 


45,138  acres 
12,460 
3,898 
£65,530 


Svm  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £279 


Births: 


M 


P 


'  Total:  98  64 

Legitimate:  92  .61 

Illegitimate:  ‘6  3 

Stillbirths : 

Total:  2  3 

Legitimate:  1  3 

Illegitimate:  1  0 

Live  Birth  Hate  per  1,000  Civilian 

population:  13.0  approx. 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  16.5 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  Civilian 

population:^  0.4 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  0.54 


Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths:  29.94 
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Deaths : 


M 

84 


63 


* 


All  causes: 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  population:  11.8 
Rate  for  England  and  V/ales  .  approx 

Civil  population:  12.1 

Causes  of  Death: 

Heart  Disease 

f 

Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc# 

Nephritis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Bronchitis 
Influenza 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Diabetes 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary 

do.  -  Non-Puliiionar y 

All  other  causes 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 


Infantile  Mortality: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  One  year 

of  age: 
Legitimate: 

■  Illegitimate : 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live-births) 
of  infants  under  One  year  of  age:  30.86 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  49.0 


M  F 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  11  9 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diarrhoea  (under  Tv/o  years  of  age):  3 
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5. 


JaundiGC : 


Owing  to  the  prevaloncc  of  infective 
typos  of  jaundice,  on  Noveabor  27th  the 
Minister  of  Health  issued  the  ’’Jaundice 
Hogula.tiens  (1943)”  whereby  all  types  of 
jaundice  be cane  compulsorily  notifiable  in 
the  Eastern  Hegion.  For  some  tine 
previous  ly  voluntary  notification  of 
Infective  Jaundice  had  been  made  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
information  of  a  research  team  working  at 
Cambridge.  A..eonsiderable  number  of  such 
notifications  had  been  received  affecting 
the  Saiuford  area.  Under  the  Regulations 
tv/elve  notifications  v/ere  received  during 
December,  1943. 


4. 


/ 


v'i 


Tuberculosis 
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Subsequent  Diagnosis  Non-Pulnonary. 
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Diphtheria  Prophylaxis: 


During  the  year  the  follov/ing  received 
a  full  course  of  injections  - 

(1)  Children  from  0-5  yrs  144 

(2)  Children  from  5-15  yrs  70 

Total  214 


The  first  group  includes  a  few  children 
just  under  1  yeer  old  -  younger  children  not 
being  submitted  to  inoculation. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  10% 
of  the  0-5  year  children  have  been  immunised 
and  1Q%  of  the  5-15  year  old.  The  boys  of 
the  Royal  Hospital  School,  Holbrook,  are  not 
included  in  these  figures. 


In  general  supplies  of  water  in  the 
district  are  sufficient  and  of  good  quality. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  - 

(a)  Shallow  wells. 

(b)  Springs. 

(c)  Piped  supplies. 

(a)  A  large  proportion  of  the  shallow  wells  are 
sunk  from  20-40  feet  in  a  subsoil  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  the  water  from  such  is  of  good 
quality.  Where  pollution  does  occur  it  is 
invariably  traceable  to  the  entry  unfiltered 
of  surface  v/ater  or  the  proximity  of  farmyards, 
privies,  cesspools  or-  defective  drains,  causing 
gross  pollution  of  the  subsoil  in  the  immediate 
vie inity ; 
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There  are  irwo  p^irlshoa  are  exc options 

to  this,  namely  East  Bergholt  and  Stratford  St. 
Mary,  where  the  shallow  Ti^ells  are  10  ft.  or  less 
in  depth  and  the  quality  of  the  water  doubtful. 

(b)  Springs  -  V\[here  these  are  provided  with 
a  holding  tank  at  the  point  of  exit  from  the 
hills  and  the  flow  is  maintained,  they  provide 
a  good  water  supply.  Many  of  them  require 
better  protection  from  pollution  by  birds  and 
animals . 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  A.  G,  ATIilNSON. 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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